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Dear Friends & Fellow Insulator Collectors: 

On behalf of the Golden State Insulator Club, we are deeply honored and pleased to host the 42
nd

 

Annual National Insulator Associationôs (NIA) National Convention and Show, July 8-10, 2011 at the 

DoubleTree Hotel in San Jose, California.  We and our 100+member insulator club are looking forward 

to your attendance and will be working diligently over the coming year to make sure you have a great 

National.  If you attended the 2005 National, you know we organized a fantastic show.  If you did not 

attend in 2005, you know you cannot miss this opportunity to attend this National and celebrate the 

150
th
 anniversary of the continental telegraph. 

 

We have secured a spacious, 10,000 square foot hotel ballroom to house 108 sales tables and 24 display 

tables provided with free power.  Added ballroom attractions include raffle prizes, the ñSpin-n-Winò 

Insulator Wheel, and on-the-spot auctions of any quality walk-in insulators.  Added meeting space has 

been secured for an educational seminar, awards banquet and a hospitality room. 

 

The host hotel is the San Jose DoubleTree, a Four Diamond hotel as rated by AAA.  The hotel offers the 

largest standard rooms in the region (450 square feet), a fitness center, Jacuzzi and outdoor swimming 

pool, five hotel dining options, gift shop, cable TV, business center and on-site packing and mailing 

service.  The hotel is pet-friendly and there is ample parking for cars and a free shuttle service to San 

Jose International Airport, which is only ¼ mile away. 

 

Plan a longer vacation stay with spouse, family or friends and take in the tourist attractions of the 

Greater San Francisco Bay Area.  Fishermanôs Wharf, Alcatraz Island, Chinatown, Golden Gate 

Bridge, Napa Valley, Californiaôs Great America Theme Park, Santana Row, Monterey Bay Aquarium 

and many other attractions are all within a 90-minute drive of the DoubleTree.  Pre-Convention 

activities are also planned, but have not been worked out this far in advance. 

 

Follow up on our 2011 National planning activities or get more information, by visiting our upcoming 

internet website at: 

 

www.goldenstateinsulatorclub.org/national2011 

and also www.nia.org 

 

 

See you in San Jose! 

Your 2011 National Co-Hosts 

 

 

Dave Elliott ï NIA #5477      Colin Jung ï NIA #7055 

 

Lou Hall ï  NIA #7185      Bill Rohde ï NIA #1219 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goldenstateinsulatorclub.org/national2011
http://www.nia.org/
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2011 NIA Convention Itinerary  
 

Thursday, July 7
th

 

  7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. ï NIA Board of Directors Breakfast 

  8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. ï      NIA Board meeting 

  5 p.m.  to 9 p.m.  ï         Dealer unloading only/Exhibitor set-up 

  4 p.m.  to 10 p.m. ï        Hospitality/refreshments 

 

 

Friday, July 8
th

 
  7 a.m.  to   9 a.m. ï        Dealer & Exhibitor set-up 

  9 a.m.  to 4 p.m. ï          Show hours, NIA members only 

  4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.-  NIA general membership meeting 

  7 p.m. to 10 p.m. ï         Hospitality/refreshments 

  7:30 p.m. to 9:00 ï         Seminar 

 

 

Saturday, July 9
th

 
  6:30 a.m.  to  8 a.m. ï     Display Judging for NIA awards 

 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. ï           Dealer set-up 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. ï            Show hours, general admission 

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. ï Exhibitor and Club award presentations 

  5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. ï Reception with no-host bar 

  6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. ï NIA Awards Banquet 

 

 

Sunday, July 10
th 

  8 a.m. to 9 a.m. ï           Dealers and Exhibitors admittance only 

  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. ï           Show hours, general admission 

  11 a.m.      --           Raffles 

  2 p.m. to 5 p.m. ï           Dealer & Exhibitor packing 

 

 

 

On-the-spot auctions will be conducted throughout the show event, depending on the 

quantity and frequency of quality ñwalk-inò insulators offered for auction. 
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General Show Information & Contact Guide 

 
Location:       DoubleTree Hotel 

     2050 Gateway Place 

     San Jose, CA  95110 

     Phone:  1- 408- 453-4000, 1-800-222-TREE,  Fax:  1-408-437-2898 

   Website:  www.dtsj.com 

 

Sales Tables:    $55 for first, $50 for second & more (two corner tables $100) 

Display Tables:   Free table or space, limited to one 

Awards Banquet:  $29 per dinner.  Pick up banquet tickets at the Convention 

Refunds:            Cut-off date for refunds is Friday, June 24, 2011. 

Admission Fee: 3-day General Admission is $3.00  

Free admission for dealers, exhibitors, their spouses, one  helper & 

children under 12 years. 

Parking Fee: $5.00 per day (applies to hotel guests & convention visitors) 

Pre-Convention 
Activities:  To be determined.  For future details, see website: 

www.goldenstateinsulatorclub.org/national2011 

 

Show Features: 108 sales tables, 24 display tables, raffle prizes, spin-n-win, 

seminar, pre-convention activities, free appraisals and auctions for 

walk-in insulators  

 

Show Hosts: 

 

(Reservations & Facilities)  (Reservations & Advertising) 
Dave Elliott, #5477   Colin Jung, #7055 

440 Moffett Blvd. #110   1544 Norland Drive 

Mountain View, CA  94043  Sunnyvale, CA  94087  

phone: 1-650-988-1893   phone: 1-408-732-8736 

email:  pabell121@yahoo.com   email:  muddhogg99@hotmail.com 

 

(Displays & Awards)   (Raffle) 

Lou Hall, #7185    Bill Rohde, #1219 

363 W. Stuart Avenue   P.O. Box 28 

Fresno, CA  93704    Colusa, CA  95932 

phone: 1-559-435-1740   phone:  1-530-701-4377 

email:  louhall@pacbell.net  email:  norcalmud@yahoo.com  
 

http://www.dtsj.com/
http://www.goldenstateinsulatorclub.org/national2011
mailto:pabell121@yahoo.com
mailto:muddhogg99@hotmail.com
mailto:louhall@pacbell.net
mailto:norcalmud@yahoo.com
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Hotel Reservations 

 
We have arranged for a special room rate from July 1

st
 to July 13

th
 to encompass  

your NIA convention and vacation plans in the Greater San Francisco Bay Area.  A 

limited number of rooms have been blocked out for conventioneers, but all available 

rooms will be offered at the special room rate.  When you call the DoubleTree Hotel at 1-

408-453-4000 or 1-800-222-TREE or book on-line at www.dtsj.com, you must mention 

the NIA 2011 ï 42
nd

 Annual National Convention to receive the special room rate. 

 

  
  

 

  

 

 

         

 

 

If you are driving to the National there is ample parking for passenger vehicles and  RVôs 

(No overnight RV occupancy at the hotel).  For dealers and exhibitors, there is 

convenient, drive-up loading access from the parking lot directly into the Show Ballroom 

on the west side of the hotel.   

Hotel Information  

Guest Accommodations  More General Hotel Conveniences  

505 guestrooms, 10 renovated suites Luggage hold 

 Wireless, high-speed Internet access 
($12.95/day) 

Multi -lingual staff  

Private balcony with sliding glass doors  Safe deposit box 

Dual vanities with marble countertops  Air conditioning  

450 square feet room ð largest guestroom in 
the area 

Accessibility:  Hotel complies with 
ADA.  Facilities available to the blind, 
hearing-impaired and wheelchair users  

Two queen beds in all double bedded rooms Family Conveniences  

Hairdryer  Children under age 17 stay free with 
accompanying adult.  

Wolfgang Puck coffee and tea service Pet Friendly Policies:  max. size:  large; 
max. weight:  100 lbs.; pet service fee: 

Special Convention Room Rate $99 per day 

for single, double, triple or quad occupancy. 

Mention NIA 2011- 42
nd

 Annual National Convention 

Book your hotel stay before April 20, 2011 and receive 

50 free raffle tickets!! 

(Limited to 50 tickets per room. Pick up at Convention) 

 

http://www.dtsj.com/
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$50.00 (nonrefundable).  See website for 
other pet policies. 

Cable TV- HBO, CNN, ESPN & on-demand 
movies    

Fitness & Recreation Conveniences  

Spacious work table Complimentary towels  

Iron with full -size ironing board  Exercise stations 

Two dual -line telephones with data port, 
speakerphone and private voicemail  

Fitness room: free weights, stair 
steppers, stationary bicycles 

General Hotel Conveniences  Swimming pool/ Jacuzzi whirlpool  

Check-in:  3 p.m.; Check-out: Noon  Business Services 

Complimentary airport shuttle to SJC  24-hour, self-serve business center 

ATM  In-house UPS Express Mail 

Baggage storage Facsimile machine 

Coin laundry  Store 

Elevators Meeting rooms 

Gift shop Modem 

Laundry/valet service  Notary Public  

Lounge Photocopying Service/Printer  

 

Onsite Dining Options (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner) 

Spencers (L, D) features exquisite steaks and chops, an extensive wine list & decadent 

desserts 

Sushi & Sake Bar (L, D) offers California-inspired sushi and fresh seafood from around 

the world. 

Sprigs (B) offers casual dining of your breakfast favorites.  Buffet available. 

Expresso Bar (B, L, D) is your ñGrab to Goò option for pastries, snacks and Starbucks 

coffee 

Club Max (D) Live music, Kareoke and DJ entertainment for dinner Friday and Saturday 

nights 

In -Room Dining (B, L, D) room service has extensive menu selections, including the 

Spencersô menu 
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Directions to San Jose DoubleTree Hotel 

The DoubleTree hotel is conveniently located near two major highways:  Highway 101 & 

Highway 880 and only ¼  mile away from the San Jose International Airport (SJC).  A 

free shuttle travels between the airport and hotel.  The hotel address is 2050 Gateway 

Place, San Jose, California.  San Francisco International Airport (SFO) and Oakland 

International Airport (OAK) are each about 32 miles north of the DoubleTree and you 

will need to arrange for your own rental car or shuttle to the hotel. 

From areas south of San Jose 

Take Highway 101 north.  Exit right on Brokaw Road/First St. exit.  Left on Airport 

Parkway.  Right on Gateway Place. 

 

Or take State Route 87 north.  Exit right on San Jose Intôl Airport/Skyport Drive exit.  

Turn right on Skyport Drive.  Next left on Technology Drive.  ½ mile on Technology 

Drive becomes Gateway Place. 

 

From areas east of San Jose 

Take Highway 880 south.  Exit on First Street exit.  Turn right on First St.  Go 

approximately one mile and turn Left on Old Bayshore Hwy.  Left on Airport Parkway.  

Right on Gateway Place. 

 

From areas north of San Jose 

Go south on Highway 101.  Exit right on First Street.  Turn right on Airport Parkway.  

Turn right on Gateway Place.  

From the San Francisco International Airport (SFO) 

Go south on Highway 101 for about 31 miles and then follow northerly directions. 

 

From the Oakland International Airport (OAK) 

Go south on Highway 880 for about 31 miles and then follow easterly directions.  
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Hotel Location Map 

 

Hotel Floor Plans  
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42
nd

 Annual NIA National Convention and Show 

July 8 ï 10, 2011, DoubleTree Hotel, San Jose, CA 
 

Display & Sales Tables Reservation & Agreement 
 

Sales Tables:  1
st
 $55;  2

nd
 & more, $50 each; Two corner tables $100      $_______ 

 

Ad in Show Directory:  Full page $75;  Half page $50;  ¼ page $25; 

Collectorôs Card (enclose 2ò x 3ò card)  $5.00 each   (circle choice)     $_______ 

  

Saturday Night Awards Banquet:    # of dinners ______ x $29. each =     $_______  

 

Table(s) Assignment ________        Amount Paid    $________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes:   (a) All Sales Tables are 6 ft. by 30 in., white table cloths and skirting are included. 

 (b) Power included, electrical outlets under each table (provide own power strip 

       or short extension cord.) 

 (c) Payment & California resale number or Temporary Sellerôs Permit for any dealer  will 

reserve your table request one month  prior to Show. 
 (d) Table reservation includes 3-day show admission for you, spouse or helper (3 max.) 

  

Display Table or Space: 

Circle one:    Adult       Junior (<18 years)          Table Assignment:__________ 
One 8 ft. x 30 in. table or 8 ft. long space is the maximum available.           (Exhibit table is free.) 

 Select one judging category for your NIA display  (circle choice) 

 

Threadless                         Threaded Glass                          Threaded Porcelain 

Specialty (one company, one style, patents, errors, etc.) 

Color (glass, porcelain or any combination) 

Foreign (glass, porcelain or any combination) 

Lightning Rod Equipment (insulators, balls, vanes, etc.) 

General (exhibit of mixed insulators, which doesnôt fit any other category) 

Non-Competitive (open to insulators and/or related display items) 

Pole Line Hardware & Equipment (must include some use of insulators and show 

connection between insulators and the other items exhibited) 

Go-withs (must include some use of insulators and show connection between insulators 

and the other items exhibited)                   (Sign on reserve side) 

Please make check payable to the: ñGolden State Insulator Club. ò 

Please sign and mail completed Agreement to: 

Dave Elliott, 440 Moffett Blvd., Sp. 110 

Mountain View, CA  94043 
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42
nd

 Annual NIA National Convention and Show 

Dealer and/or Exhibitor Agreement 

 
I and my helpers (i.e. participating family members and non-related helpers) agree to abide by the NIA 

general show floor rules, code of ethics, and any special rules as specified in the information included in 

the show packet.  I understand that neither the National Insulator Association,  its officers and 

committee members, the show hosts, nor the DoubleTree Hotel San Jose, Hilton Hotels Corporation, and 

the Hotelôs Owner, and their respective owners, managers, subsidiaries, affiliates, employees and agents 

will be responsible for theft, loss or damage to person or property, from any cause whatsoever during 

our participation in this convention.  I hereby agree to indemnify, hold harmless, and defend the 

DoubleTree Hotel San Jose, Hilton Hotels Corporation, and the Hotelôs Owner, and their respective 

owners, managers, subsidiaries, affiliates, employees and agents, the National Insulator Association, itôs 

directors, chairpersons, agents and members, and the show hosts against any claims or expenses arising 

out of the use of the exhibition premises, including, but not limited to, liability resulting or connected 

with the transportation, placing, removal or display of items for exhibit, offer for sale, or the actual sale 

of any item(s) by myself or by any of my helpers as described above.  I also hereby agree to indemnify 

the DoubleTree Hotel San Jose for any damage caused to any hotel property as a result of my and my 

helpersô participation in this Convention, except for in the case of the Hotelôs negligence or 

misguidance. 

 

I also understand that failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement may result in my expulsion 

from the show premises, and/or limitations placed on my future participation in NIA sanctioned shows 

and activities. 

 

Please print    Name:_____________________________________  NIA #_______ 

Mailing Address:____________________________________________________ 

Phone No.:(_____)__________________  Email:___________________________ 

Helper Name(s):________________________________________  NIA#_______ 

_____________________________________________________   NIA#_______ 

California Resale # or Temporary Sellerôs Permit #:_________________________ 

(for each non-family seller)                                       _________________________ 

 

Note:  All sellers without California sellerôs permit will need to fill out the permit 

application from the California State Board of Equalization (form: BOE-400-SPA) 

 

I hereby agree to the terms and conditions set forth in the Dealer and/or Exhibitor 

Agreement.  I understand the State of California requires all sellers to obtain a California 

sellerôs permit for sales at this Convention, and I will not be allowed to sell at the 

Convention without a valid state sellerôs permit. 

 

Signed:__________________________________________  Date:_____________ 
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Area Attractions 
 

Within 5 miles of the Convention: 

Californiaôs Great America Theme Park, Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum & Planetarium, Winchester 

Mystery House, Mission Santa Clara de Asis, San Jose Museum of Art,  Westfieldôs Shoppingtown 

Valley Fair (huge mall), Santana Row (shopping & dining destination), Raging Waters (water slide 

park), Intel Museum, Tech Museum of Innovation, Childrenôs Discovery Museum, Japan Town, HP 

Pavilion (sports and entertainment venue), San Carlos Street Antique Row, South Bay Historical 

Railroad Depot,  California Trolley & Railroad Corp. Trolley Barn (vintage trolley exhibits & 

restoration), San Jose Historical Museum 

 

Within 10 to 20 miles of the Convention: 

18-hole golf courses, Mission San Jose (in Fremont), Stanford University, Stanford Shopping Center, 

Computer History Museum, New Almaden Mines Historical Museum, Shoreline Amphitheatre (in 

Mountain View) 

 

Within 1 to 1.5 hours of the Convention: 

Horse racing (Golden Gate Fields), Mission San Juan Bautista, Big Basin Redwoods State Park, Roaring 

Camp Railroads,  Santa Cruz Beach & Boardwalk, Gilroy Gardens Family Theme Park, Monterey Bay 

Aquarium, Carmel, Major League Baseball Stadiums (San Francisco Giants & Oakland Athletics),  

University of California at Berkeley, San Francisco:  Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz Island, bay tours, 

Chinatown, Fishermanôs Wharf, Ghirardelli Square 

 

Within 2 to 2.5 hours of the Convention: 

Pinnacles National Monument, Point Reyes National Seashore, Napa & Sonoma Valley wineries, 

State Railroad Museum, Old Town Sacramento, Gold Country 

 

 

R.V. Camping 

 
Maple Leaf RV Park, Morgan Hill, CA           (27 miles away)               1-408-776-1818 

www.mapleleafrv.com 

 

Coyote Valley Resort & RV, Morgan Hill, CA  (20 miles away)            1-408-463-8400 

www.coyotevalleyresort.com 

 

Parkway Lakes RV Park, Morgan Hill, CA     (22 miles away)               1-408-779-0244 

www.parkwaylakesrv.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.mapleleafrv.com/
http://www.coyotevalleyresort.com/
http://www.parkwaylakesrv.com/
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NIA Awards Banquet Menu 

Roast Sirloin sliced & topped with house recipe brown sauce, fried leeks & a roasted bell 

pepper garnish 

Lime Grilled Chicken (their specialty) 

 

Apple Harvest Salad:  salad greens with green apples, toasted almonds, dried 

cranberries, strawberries, blue cheese crumbles tossed in a raspberry vinaigrette 

 

Creamy mashed potatoes 

 

Grilled veggies: fresh cut bell peppers, thick-sliced onions and zucchini tossed in a 

balsamic vinaigrette 

 

New York style cheesecake 

 

Assorted soda beverages and coffee service 

 

If your insulator club would like to make an award presentation at the Convention, please 

complete the section below and mail the form to: 

Lou Hall,  2011 Awards Coordinator     

363 W. Stuart Avenue    

Fresno, CA  93704     

phone: 1-559-435-1740;  email:  louhall@pacbell.net 

 

 
Presentorôs Name:______________________________________________________________ 

 

Club/Organization Name:________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Address:__________________________________________________________________   
Telephone No.:________________________Email Address:____________________________ 

 

Award presentation time needed:  __________  minutes 

 

Award Category:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Type of Award:      Ribbon            Plaque             Trophy             Certificate           Other:___________________ 

 

mailto:louhall@pacbell.net
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